May 1, 2011
Dear Sheffield Neighbor:

Planning is underway for this year’s 43rd Annual Sheffield Garden Walk & Festival to be held the weekend of July 23 and 24. We are pleased to announce that Christy Webber Landscapes and Grand Street Gardens have agreed to be the garden sponsors. It is very important to have as many gardens as possible to show off the Sheffield neighborhood and why it is a great place to live. If you are a prior exhibitor or are planning to show off your garden for the first time, we would enjoy having your participation. 
This year there will NOT be a garden contest. You can display all or either the front, back, side or any part of your garden. You don’t even have to be home. However it would be nice for you to visit with the garden guests. The variety of garden settings that people create and share are part of what makes this neighborhood so attractive. It is free and easy to be part of the Festival.
The Sheffield neighborhood has been designated as the Garden District of Chicago. Since we started our beautification efforts in 1999, SNA has planted parkway trees, added street level planters and improved the planting beds in Trebes Park.  As a result of these efforts, the Sheffield Neighborhood has received ten landscaping awards from Mayor Daley’s Landscape Awards program since 2000. The Garden Walk is the primary fundraiser for the Sheffield Neighborhood Association (SNA). The net proceeds are used for beautification, publication of the “Sheffield Neighborhood News”, and contributions to our parks, schools and neighborhood charities and social service organizations.
Please take a minute now to include your garden by completing  the enclosed registration form or on-line at sheffieldgardenwalk.com. Remember that you can show your front yard, back yard, side yard or container garden. The deadline for entering is June 12. If you need help with your description or with ideas for your garden, please contact either Jeannie Lawson or myself.
The gardens will be open for visitors from noon to 5:30 PM both Saturday and Sunday. Before the garden walk you will receive a garden walk poster for display in your window and the day before the garden walk you will receive your free guidebook and garden number signs. As an additional thank you, you and your family will be invited on the evening of July 22  to the President’s Party  to be held in doors at  DePaul’s  McGowan Science building at 1110 W. Belden (At Seminary).
If you have any questions please contact Laury Lewis at lbl1948@yahoo.com or Jeannie Lawson at jeanniemlaw@att.net. Thank you for your support.
Laury Lewis                                                                Jeannie Lawson
Garden Search Co- Chairman                                     Garden Search Co-Chairman 
